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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ATONEMENT CONSIDERED. 
(Continued from p. 75.) 

‘To the sixth query I answer, Jesus Christ was a 
sacrifice for the sins ef all mankind. As the high 
priest, under the Jewish economy, made atonement 
for all the sins ef all the people, (see Lev. xvii. 33, 
34.) so the High Priest of our profession hath made 
atonement for all the sins of all the world, and we 
are “ sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ, onee for all.” Heb. ix. 12. and x.10. I 
could multiply quotations to prove this, but I think 
it wnnecessary—-you know them, and know them 
well. 

If I properly understand your last question under 
this head, and the substance of those under the 
head of “ Important Queries,” you wish to know 
what the death of Christ has delivered us from? 
“What death or punishment did he endure in the 
room and stead of the sinner, from which, in conse- 
quence of his endurance, the sinner is exempted and 
freed?” Paul says, Gal. iii. 10. “For as many as 
are under the law are under the curse,” and I think 
gives an excellent answer to your query in the 13th 
verse: “ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us ; for it is written, 
“Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” 

Qn reading over your observations on the atone- 
ment, it struck me that you once used a different 
language, and that you once had different seuti- 
ments on the subject. I therefore turned to some 
of your former Numbers, where you treat on the 
doctrine, and found my surmises correct. Now I 
blame no man for changing his opinions on any 
subject whatever, provided he can give a good and 
sufficient reason for the change. Perhaps I am 
justifying myself: for although I now believe “ God 
is the Saviour of all men,” that “ God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
unto them their trespasses,” yet I once thought 
God was not the Saviour of all men; and so far 
from Ged having reconciled us to himself, that we 
must make our own peace with him; that we must 
reconcile God to us by our own good works, faith, 
repentance, &c. But I think I can give a reason 
for the hope which is in me; and I have no doubt 
but you, if indeed you have changed your senti- 
ments, can give a good reason for it. I will now 
quote the passages I allude to. In your First Vol- 
ume, page 11. col. 1. you have the following: “He 
the head, they the members. And he, the head, 
rendered perfect obedience to his law, in their stead 
and for them, that his righteousness might be theirs ; 


man, and ‘destroyed death, and him that had the 
power of death,’ and rose from the dead, which re- 
Surrection was the destruction of death,” &c, an@ 
add, “This can be proved expressly from the Scrip- 
tures.” 

Again, page 17, col. 2, after proving the absurd- 
ity of expecting to be justified by the works of the 
law—* with these explicit testimonies witnessing 
the goodness of God, who took upon him our na- 
ture, and endured the curse of a broken law in the 
stead of man, whom he had blessed, who shall pre- 
sume to curse mankind, or any part of them?” If 
this is not promulgating the doctrine of a vicarious 
sacrifice in the sense commonly understood, viz. the 
head dying for the members, I do not know what 
language means. Contrast this with what you say 
under the head “ Satisfaction for sin considered :” 
“ And if the sinner now suffers the punishment of 
his sins, is it not evident that Christ did not suffer 
in his room and stead ; and that, if he did not suffer 
in his room and stead, his sufferings, so far as the 
consequences of sin are concerned, are perfectly 
nugatory and useless?” Is not this something like 
a contradiction, to say, first, Christ suffered in our 
room and stead, and then, if he suffered thus, his 
sufferings are niigatory and useless? Or, at least, is 
it not speaking irreverently of the sufferings of 
Christ, to say they are useless? I think it is. 

ASPASIO. 
(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Aspasio’s fourth paragraph, commencing this 
Number, appears as though intended to be a reply to 
our sizth quere. But he has not informed us 
whether he means that Christ was a sacrifice in- 
stead of man, and to save man from the punishment 
due him for his sins, or, whether Christ was offered 
in consequence of man’s sins, and to save man from 
his sins. The passage quoted from Heb. x. 10. 
reads a little differently from Aspasio’s. Instead of 
reading, are “ sanctified by the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ, once for all,” we read—* By the 
which will we ate sanctified, through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once.” The words “ for 
all,” are asupply. Consequently, we are sanctified 
by the will of God. And this sanctification is re- 
ceived, or communicated, through the offering of 
Christ. And by offering himself once! From this 
it appears, that Christ, so far from being an expiato- 
ry sacrifice, in the common understanding of the 
term, actually offered himself, agreeably to the will 
of God, te reconcile man to God’s will. 

Aspasio, in his fifth paragraph, considers Paul’s 





and he, as the ‘head of every man,’ died for every 


declaration, Gal. iii. 13, to be an excellent answer 
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to our queré. Aspasio, however, does not state 
that it is mankind at large, in this mode of exist- 
ence, who are unbelievers, and know nothing of 
Christ and his salvation, who are alluded to, &c. 
By examining our First Volume, Number 5, Aspa- 
sio will learn our sentiments relative to God’s will 
in giving the law. And that God never cursed 
man. By attentively perusing Gal. iii, he will learn 
that “as many as are under the works of the law, 
are under the curse.” And farther,—That the curse 
of the law is of itself temporary ; because the law 
“ cannot disannul the promise.” (See ver. 17.) As- 
pasio will please to recollect, that Christ’s office and 
mission is to redeem man from sin. When men 
are redeemed from sin, they are redeemed from the 
curse of the law. For the law curses (or rejects) all 
who sin. Now look at our quere. Paul has answer- 
ed it ;—Rom. ii. “ As many as have sinned in the 
law, shall be judged by the law.” This was Paul’s 
case. For he says, “I was alive without the law 
once; but when the commandment came, sin re- 
vived, and I died.” Again, “ We know that the 
law is spiritual,” &c. We think Aspasio must see, 
that men are now under the curse of the law, while 
unbelievers. If this is doubted, a visit to nine 
churches out of ten, would prove it. Mankind are 


cursed from the pulpit, regul-rly, once every week ; 
to say nothing of their own cursing of themselves 
and others, at private and other church meetings. 
The law requires, (and curses or rejects all who do 
not render) perfect obedience to all its requisitions. 
Therefore, “as many as are under the works of the 
law, are under the curse.” 


Will Aspasio concede 
that mankind are now under the curse of the law ? 
If so, the offering of Christ saves them from no pun- 
ishment, for any sin they have committed. 

Aspasio remarks, in his strth paragraph, that he 
surmised we once advocated a different doctrine 
from what we do at present. We think a little con- 
sideration will clear up this matter to Aspasio’s sa- 
tisfaction. Of his quotation from Vol. I. p. 11. 
Col. 1, we remark, that we now give our assent to 
it. First, Christ actually rendered perfect obe- 
dience to his law. Second, Although it was man’s 
nature, (human nature in the eggregate,) associated 
with Christ, and this perfect obedience was rendered 
im an union with this nature, yet, individually, man 
was not an actor nor a conscious recipient of the 
blessing conferred, nor a sufferer in the crucifixion. 
Consequently, Christ rendered perfect obedience 
in man’s room and stead, individually considered as 
persons, but, in union with all, who suffered with 
him, in the aggregate. You will please to recollect, 
there is nothing said of Christ’s dying tosave man 
from the just punishment due him for his sins, and 
of suffering this punishment in the room and stead 
of the guilty. 

Aspasio, in his seventh paragraph, quotes from 
p- 17, vol. I.—* endured the curse of a broken law 
in the stead ef man,” &c. Aspasio, by veading the 
connexion, will find it is contended that the law in 
its promises and threatenings regarded this life on- 
ly. The main object of the Editor was, to prove 
and illustrate the dove of God to man. That this 





love Wi ) . passiou, but CO-€Xisten: 
with Deity. ‘That thé law was intended to answe, 
an end, which was stated. That God never curse, 
man. The law rejected or cursed man, becays 
man disobeyed the law. Christ actually endured 
the curse of the law, in the stead of man. Fo; 
Christ did not suffer for his own sins ; he was “ ho- 
ly, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners,” 
It was in consequeuce of the sin, and consequen: 
misery of man, that Christ came, suffered, and tyi- 
umphed over sin and death. He came “ to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 
prison, them that sit in darkness out of the prison 

house,” Isa. xlii. To effect this, he entered the 
prison, agreeably to the prophet—* He was taken 
from the prison and from judgment.” Therefore, 
he suffered instead of man, whom he came to save 
How? Ans. Because he suffered for, or in eonse- 
quence of, the sins of all men, his members. The 
fact is simply this: God could not behold mankind 
in Christ, their spiritual Head, reinstated from the 
ruins of the fall, until man was actually reinstated 
in Christ, his Head, and the triumph over sin, death, 
and hell, complete. Is it asked, Why? We an. 
swer—Because man was not in Christ. He was in 
the earthly Adam, and remained there, dead, until 
the resurrection of Christ, when death and hell gave 
up their dead ! 

Aspasio quotes from under the head “ Satisrac- 
TION FOR SIN CONSIDFRED.” “ And if the sin. 
ner now suffers the punishment of his sins,” &c. &c. 
Aspasio was rather hasty in his conclusions. Endu- 
ring the curse of a broken law, and suffering the 
just punishment for sin, are two things. This is 
easily illustrated, as follows: An innocent man is 
executed by blind, passionate, and cruel judges. 
The law has been broken. The judges, in their fury, 
hang the innocent. The real breaker of the law is 
discovered, afterward, and, by impartial judges, ex- 
ecuted. We read that Christ was, “by the suffer- 
ing of death crowned with glory and honour,” &e. 
He suffered without crime or demerit. He triumph- 
ed over all his foes. A glorious triumph. He open- 
ed the door of Hfe and immortality for his murder- 
ers. He left his erample on record to confirm his 
precepts, “ Overcome evil with good !” 

Aspasio asks, “Is not this something like a con- 
tradiction, to say, first, Christ suffered in our roow 
and stead, and then, If he suffered thus, his suffer- 
ings are nugatory and useless?” We answer—As- 
pasio’s imagination helped him to a conclusion 
instead of our premisses. In the one case, we speak 
of Christ’s obedience, sufferings and death, to rein- 
state man in his sinless state, and restore him to 
heaven. In the other, having proved that Christ's 
sufferings, &c. have this for their ultimate object, 
and not to save man from the just punishment, the 
consequence of wrong-doing, and which is benefi- 
cial to man, instead of being a cruel infliction of 
suffering, we then declare, unhesitatingly, that, “ if 
the sinner now suffers the punishment of his sins, is 
it not evident that Christ did not suffer in his room 
and stead ? [i. e. to save him from this punishment,] 
and if he did not suffer in his room,” &c. What 
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then ? Is it speaking irreverently of the sufferings of 
Christ, to speak the truth of them? Ifso, we plead 
guilty to the charge : 
. ——- 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Eprror,—Having left the city of New- 
York for the purpose of enjoying, with my family, 
the pleasure and benefit of a country excursion, and 
of visiting some friends living in Greene County, 
\N. Y.) I have for two Sundays past, attended the 
Presbyterian meeting. I esteem it the duty, and 
orivilege, of every disciple of the blessed Saviour, 
to unite with any assembly of professing Christians 
meeting for the purpose of worshipping the true 
God. Thus showing that we wish to encourage 
our brethren of the human family, in their pious 
observance of the apostolic injunction, not to for- 
sake the assembling ourselves together. Although 
they do not follow with us in ascribing to our bles- 
zd Creator, both the power, the disposition, and 
jesign to save all our fallen race from sin and suf- 
fering, yet if they do but see men as trees walking, 
and notwithstanding their limited views of the 
zoodness of God, if they are enabled by the enlight- 
ening and strengthening Spirit of Christ, to cast out 
some of the evil propensities that lead our hearts 
trom Christ and his holy commandments, let us not 
forbid them, for they are thus far with us, and not 
against us. 

My design in this communication is to submit for 
publication, in your useful paper, some remarks on 
the doctrine taught by the respectable minister of 
this place, who by a long continuance of a highly 
exemplary deportment has adorned the religious 
profession. The second sermon I heard him preach 
was from Rom. iii. 20: “ Therefore by the deeds of 
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight ; 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” In this ser- 
mon he gave us a summary of the Hopkinsian faith, 
as follows + 

Every sin is an infinite evil, and deserves an infi- 
nite and eternal punishment, because committed 
against an infinite object; and consequently, the 
law of God demanded of all the race of Adam an 
infinite satisfaction; or, in other words, their suffer- 
‘ng an infinite eternal punishment. It was there- 
fore necessary that this demand should be fully 
satisfied before an offer of mercy and salvation 
could be made to any of our lost race. He then 
endeavoured to show that the purpose for which the 
Saviour came, was, to render to the law a perfect 
obedience in his life, and the infinite suffering 
which it demanded by his death; observing, that 
Christ, being an infinite person, was able, and did, 
previous to his resurrection, suffer, in his own per- 
son, the whole of that infinite eternal punishment 
due to the sins of all mankind, and thus removed 
every obstacle, and made it perfectly consistent with 
the divine perfections for the Deity to extend the 
offer of peace and pardon, of mercy and salvation, 
to all mankind. Upon condition, however, that 
they would believe in Christ. All may now be sa- 
ved, if they will believe in Christ ; but faith is alone 


Therefore, the elect will certainly receive this gift, 
a power to believe and be saved. The non-elect will 
not believe, neither can they, without faith. They 
will, therefore, sink down to eternal perdition. 

I will now endeavour to examine this system in 

the light of Divine Revelation and reason. 
First. It is contended that every sin is an infinite 
evil in its nature and consequences, because it is 
committed against an infinite God. If every sin we 
commit, deserves an infinite eternal punishment, we 
can never be punished according to our deeds, (as 
the Scriptures declare we shall be,) unless we re- 
ceive as great a number of infinite eternal punish- 
ments as we have committed sins; which is as great 
an absurdity as we can conceive. It is equally ab- 
surd, to suppose a finite creature can perform an act 
infinite in its nature and consequences.—If it be ad- 
mitted that the object, against which sin is commit- 
ted, constitutes the act an infinite one, it follows 
inevitably, that every act of obedience to the Divine 
precepts, every emotion of love in the heart, direct- 
ed to or having God for its object, is also an act in- 
finite in its nature and consequences, and merits an 
infinite reward ; which is a positive denial of the 
truth contained in the text, namely—* Therefore, 
by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 
And also of the words of Christ to his disciples, 
“ When ye shall have done all that was commanded 
you, say, We are unprofitable servants.” 

Second. This system teaches us, that the law of 
God requires that this infinite suffering must be en- 
dured in its fullest extent, before an offer of mercy 
can be made to any individual. That Christ did 
both suff>r this punishment for all, and rendered to 
the law a complete righteousness, for all that God 
and his law has received, in the life and death of 
Christ, an ample payment of all demands against 
the sinner, a full and complete satisfaction, both of 
righteousness and suffering, in behalf of the whole 
race of Adam, so that no obstacle remains in the 
way of extending peace, pardon, mercy, and salva- 
tion to the whole race. God may now, according to 
strict justice, save all. But, instead of doing this, 
he offers salvation upon conditions that none are 
able to perform ; namely, that they must believe in 
Christ, which they can never do until he gives them 
faith. 

Now let us look at the conclusions which inevita- 
bly flow from these premisses. 

First. The law of God has received all its de~ 
mands, both of righteousness and suffering, and yet 
it is not satisfied without the persons, for whom the 
satisfaction was made, perform that which they have 
no power to do. 

Second. An offer of salvation is made to all, 
when, at the same time, it is known that none either 
will or can accept the offer, but the chosen few, to 
whom the necessary power will be given. The rest, 
by far the greatest number, will, notwithstanding all 
the righteousness and sufferings of Christ in their 
behalf, sink down to hell, and suffer in their own 
persons the very same infinite eternal punishments 
which Christ has suffered for them. 





the gift of God, and none can believe without it. 


We will now take notice of the awful dishonour 
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which is dene to >the Deity, by attributing to him a 
plaa so unjust, unwise, deceptive, and cruel. 

First. It represents the Deity as willing and de- 
siring that transgressors, who are each so deeply 
dyed in crimes as to deserve an infinite eternal 
punishment, might wholly escape the just sentence 
of his holy law, and that he is as fully satisfied and 
pleased to inflict the whole amount of the millions 
of millions, of their infinite eternal punishments, 
on his only and well-beloved, immaculately holy 
Son. Knowing and determining at the same time, 
that the greatest part of mankind could not be at all 
benefited by it, in consequence of their not being 
able to believe, for want of faith, which he never de- 
signed to give but to the chosen few ; and the few, 
thus chosen, in nowise more worthy of his favour 
than the many ; but, on the contrary, many of them 
the vilest of the vile. Now, what could this suffer- 
ing of Christ avail in effecting the salvation, either 
of the elect, or non-elect? If it was the Divine 
pleasure that the guilty should escape their just pun- 
ishment, and enjoy eternal bliss, how is this end at- 
tained by Christ's suffering in their room ? Could it 
give them life? We are taught in the Seriptures 
that we must be transformed into the likeness of 
Christ, and be renewed in the spirit of our minds, in 
order that we may know, obey, and enjoy God in 
this life; and that we must be made the partakers 
of a glorious resurrection, immortality, and incor- 
ruption, in the world to come, before we can enjoy 
eternal happiness; and all this is ascribed, nat to 
the sufferings of Christ, but, to his enlightening, 
Nei- 


quickening, and glorifying Spirit and power. 
ther could the s:1fferings of the Son, give any plea- 


sure or delight to the Father, We can never con- 
ceive of any being capable of deriving pleasure 
from the mere suffering of infinite punishment, 
unless we attribute to that being the most diabelical 
nature and disposition, It is certain that the suffer- 
ings of Christ could never have removed any dispo- 
sition of wrath or hatred existing in the bosom of 
the Father toward mankind, because such a dispo- 
sition never existed there, Christ declares that, 
“The Pather so doved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life; 
for God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.”” John iii. 16, 17. “ But God com- 
mendeth his love toward us in that while we were 
vet sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom. y, 8. From 
these testimonies it appears that it was the love of 
God to the world, which moved him to send his Son 
into the world, and his design in sending him was, 
that the world should be saved. Christ testifies 
again, that he is the “bread of God, that cometh 
down from heaven and giveth life unto the world.” 
John vi. 33. Now where do our divines get their 
authority for saying, that Christ came to appease 
the wrath of the Father, by suffering what his vin- 
dictive justice required of a guilty world; when we 
have the declaration of Christ, that he so loved them 
while they were sinners, that he gave them his only 
begotten Son? Could any being give a greater 





evidence of love oan the bestowing of such a gift gift > 
He is well denominated in Scripture, God’s up. 
speakable gift. How then shall vain man presume 
to say, that Deity hated, or was wrath with the 
world, when his words and acts, most solemnly de- 
clare the contrary? It is utterly impossible that he 
should love and hate the same objects, at the same 
time. But it is contended that it was necessary 
that Christ should thus suffer, to manifest God's 
displeasure against the sin of the world. The ab- 
surdity of this will appear, when it is recollected, 
that the divine displeasure against sin, was mow 
fully and awfully exhibited at the giving of the 
law, in the law itself, and in the denunciatiop 
against the transgressor of it, “The sow) that sin- 
eth it shall surely die,” butit is not as our divines 
say, die elernally. 

Having, according to my humble conception, 
shown that this system has its foundation in error, 
and its termination in such views of the Deity as to 
deprive us of al) ground of trust, or confidenee, in 
his wisdom or goodness, it will be asked, What is 
the truth? On this all important subject, relative to 
the designs of our heavenly Father toward us, we 
will first inquire at the divine oracles what salvation 
we stand in need of. The Scriptures testify, that 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. All have derived from Adam, their earthiy 
head, a state of liability to sin, corruption, and 
death ; like him, who, from his first departure from 
the precepts of the Creator, became so darkened in 
his understanding as to seek his safety and happi- 
mess in hiding himself, and departing from his all- 
gracious, all-loving Creator and Father, the only 
souree from which he could look far happiness or 
deliverance. We, by nature alike ignorant of his 
true character, which is love, goodness, justice, 
and mercy, and of the safety, peace, and happi- 
ness to be found in our obedience to his precepts, 
go astray from our youth; the way af peace have 
we not known; destruction and misery are in our 
ways; we are all gone out of the way, and together 
become unprofitable. Such is the state from which 
we want to be saved. We need, first, a rule, by 
which we may avoid the sin, or error, to which we 
are liable from the perverted and darkened state of 
our minds. This our heavenly Father has given us 
in his law. Hear what it saith—*“'Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments, hang all 
the law and the prophets.” These are the fun- 
damental principles of the law of God our heavenly 
Father, from which have emanated every moral 
precept, regulating and directing our conduct even 
to the minutia of common life. In this law our 
Creator has revealed himself to us, as an object of 
our highest adoration and love; not of fear and 
dread, not as a vindictive, wrathful, and imexora- 
ble Judge. What does he require of us in this law ? 
Nothing but obedience to its precepts, which are 
love to God and man. Where, then, have our di- 
vines found their authority for presenting the law 
and its divine Author to the people as objects of 
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verror, of the most awful dread and fear? Does not 
the law itself, afford us the most unequivocal proofs 
of the gracious design and love of our Father to- 
ward us? Inasmuch as it requires of us nothing but 
that which tends to our happiness; imposes no 
other restraints than to refrain from doing those 
things which naturally produce suffering and sor- 
row, and cause us to depart from the fountain of 
living waters. Threatens no other chastisements 
-han such as are consistent with the faithfulness and 
love of the most affectionate Parent. Behold, 
» Happy is the man whom God correcteth, therefore, 
despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty.” 
Job v.17. “He chasteneth us for our profit, that 
we might be made the partakers of his holiness.” 
Heb. xii. 10. God declares, that if man “ break his 
statutes, and keep not his commandments, he will 
visit their transgressions with the rod, and their ini- 
quity with stripes, nevertheless, his loving kind- 
ness he will not utterly take from him, nor suffer 
his faithfulness to fail.”” Psalm Ixxxix. 32-33. 
(To be Continued.) 
—— eRe 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


DOCTOR PAYSON AND MR. STREETER. 


“Woe unto you * * * for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men ; neither suffer ye them that are enter- 
ing to go in.” Saviour. 

“Stand by thyself, come not near to me ; for I am holier 
than thou.” Hypocrites. 

“These are a smoke in my nose,a fire that burneth all 
the day.” Jehovah, 


“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mouatain, 


saith The Lord.” 

Ata public meeting, for the avowed purpose of 
uniting Christians of all denominations, called the 
“Union Prayer-meeting,” the writer went to a pew 
in which he had previously been requested to take 
a seat, whenever he came to Dr. Payson’s meet- 
ing, and as he was opening the door, a man from 
within suddenly reached forth his hand, and closed 
it, and, jn a low voice, forbid his entering. On 
observing more closely he was found to be the 
Rev. Dr. Payson. Seeing there was but two in the 
pew, the writer thought he must have made a mis- 
take; and after looking a minute, asked the Dr. if 
that was Mr. K’s pew; meaning, as every one must 
know, the pew which he occupied, Dr. Payson 
said, it was not. But it was the pew of which Mr. 
K. hired a part of the Doctor. By the invitation 
of one of Dr. Payson’s church I took a seat in the 
next pew, in which sat a Methodist preacher, who 
was not too holy to sit with sinners. The meeting 
was ver’ solemn and interesting, and was doubtless 
profitable to all who were exercised by a right 
spirit. After the services were through, the Doc- 
tor voluntarily offered the following apology for 
his conduct, which gave rise to the conversation, of 
which the subjoined, is the substance. It was con- 
ceived most proper to put it down in the form of a 

dialogue, between Dr. Payson and Mr. Streeter. 
Dr. Payson.—Mr. Streeter, I wish to explain to 
you my motives in refusing you a seat in this pew. 
It is not because I have any thing against you asa 
man, but would wish to show voy the same civility 





that I would any other person. But I must tell 
you in the fear of God, that I think you are deceiv- 
ed, and are leading others to eternal ruin; and that 
your hands are stained with the blood of immortal 
souls. [tell you this, Mr. Streeter, in the most se- 
rious and friendly manner, and not because I have 
any enmity toward you. 

Mr. Streeter.—I thank you, sir, for your frank- 
ness, and will not question your sincerity ; but I am 
unable to see how you can justify yourself for shut- 
ting the pew door against me, for no better reason 
than because you think I am deceived. Why should 
that prevent your treating me with the civility you 
would another man? It would not injure you, for 
me to take a seat, as usual. It is a privilege which 
every decent person has a right to expect. 

Dr. P.—You must know, sir, that I could not 
feel right to have a man at my elbow, who I knew 
would not join in the prayers of this meeting, but is 
directly opposed to them, and disposed to take 
every possible advantage of whatever is offered in 
prayer or exhortation. 

Mr. S.—Dr. Payson, I wish to know who made 

you a judge of my disposition, and by what author- 
ity you say, I am directly opposed to your prayers. 
I am sorry to be under the necessity of contradict- 
ing you tn this house of God ; (pardon me for it, 
sir ;) but I must do it, for Lhave joined in every 
prayer-which has been offered in this meeting, as 
far as I understood it ; and, God being my witness, I 
have enjoyed myself extremely well, in devotional 
exercises. Now, sir, either your assertion or mine 
is true ; and I am willing to meet you in the pre- 
sence of our Judge and hear his decision coneern- 
ing it. ; 
Dr. P.—But how can we believe you sincere, 
when you say you join with us in our prayers, when 
we know you labour to the utmost of your abili- 
ties to oppose every thing for which we pray ? 

Mr. S.—Dr. Payson, a moment’s reflection will? 
eonvinee you of your mistake. You pray for the 
conviction, conversion and salvation of sinners; 
and are you authorized to say that I oppose you, 
and pray they may not be saved? No, sir; did you 
pray exactly opposite to what you now do, I should 
oppose you, You all pray for the very thing, which 
I believe the Saviour came to perform. 

Dr. P.—But how can you pray for a reformation, 
when you preach against it, and lead your hearers 
to believe that men can be saved in their wicked- 
ness; and that a change of heart is unnecessary? 

Mr. S.—Sir, I should be glad to know how you 
learned that I preach as you have asserted. 

Dr. P.—Why, Mr. Streeter, all your hearers so 
understand you, and build their hopes of happiness 
on that false and ruinous delusion, 

Mr. S.—When a man makes such statements, 
Dr. Payson, he ought to be able to support them. 
Your assertion is destitute of proof, and all my hear- 
ers will tell you so, None of them understand me 
to teach that men can be saved in their wickedness ; 
and lest some, who occasionally come in, should 
misunderstand me, I frequently assert the contrary, 
and that I will not hold myself accountable for those 
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who pervert the truth. Now, sir, I solemnly de- 
mand of you the evidence, that your assertions are 
true, instead of mine. 

[Some of the Doctor’s friends said, that every 
body understood that I preached as he stated; but 
acknowledged that they did not know of any one 
who had ever heard me preach those things.] 

Dr. P.—But you assert, unqualifiedly and fre- 
quently, that all men will be saved, do as they will; 
and how can your hearers draw any other conclu- 
sions, than that the wicked are as safe as the righ- 
teous? Can you deny that you make these asser- 
tions in your preachings ? 

Mr. S.—Yes, sir, I can, and do, deny it ; and fur- 
thermore tell you, that you cannot bring the man of 
good character that will say, he ever heard me 
make such assertions, either in this town or any 
other. 

Dr. P.—Then you are very much misrepresent- 
ed; for I am told you frequently do. 

Mr. S.—No doubt of that, sir. 

Dr. P.—Well I hope you will not consider me 
your enemy, or in the least unfriendly to you, az a 
man ; but as I said before, I believe you are deceived, 
and your hands are stained with the blood of pre- 
cious immortal souls, and that you will find it so at 
last. I really consider you as being in the most 
dangerous situation of any man in this town. I will 
quote you a passage from the Old Testament, which 
1 think describes your situation. “Because with 
lies ye have made the hearts of the righteous sad, 
whom God has not made sad; and strengthened the 
hands of the wicked, that he should not return from 
his wicked way, by promising him life.” I tell you 
plainly, sir, that you are making the hearts of the 
righteous sad, and warn you of the final ruin 
to which you are exposing yourself and others. 
Asa friend to your welfare, I pray you to renounce 
your doctrine and prepare yourself for the desti- 
nies of eternity. 

Mr. S.—You will permit me to tell you, Dr. 
Payson, that you no more believe that we can alter 
the destinies of eternity, than I do; but that our fi- 
nal destination was unalterably fixed, in the divine 
purpose, before either of us existed. I am as willing 
to meet you in eternity, as in this world; and when 
we meet there, it will be a proper time to attend to the 
affairs which concern that state. Let us do every 
thing in its proper season, and, in the first place, do 
what belongs ta time. You see how you have been 
misinformed concerning my sentiments, and you 
now have a fair opportunity to inform yourself. I 
should rejoice to meet you at any time and place 
you may please to appoint, either in public or pri- 
vate, and converse with you upon doctrinal points, 
As I want nothing but truth, I am willing to he ex- 
amined by you, or any ather minister in this tawn, 
and if you convince me of error, I will gladly re- 
nounce it. But I do not consider it fair for you to 
refuse me the civilities you would show any ather 
man, because you think Iam wrong in my faith, 
and still refuse to meet me on equal ground and 
expose my errors. You will not pretend that you 
would have tyeated any other man in the house, as 





you have me. If you are friendly to me as aman, 
you will exert yourself to promote my welfare ; and 
should you feel opposed to controversy, you may 
propose questions, and after giving me a fair oppor. 
tunity to answer them, you may make remarks, and 
I will not reply. 

Dr. P.—I do not wish to engage in a controversy 
with you; but I must tell you plainly, Mr. Streeter, 
that we view you as a spy among us, and disposed 
to make unfavouable remarks upon our perform. 
ances. I presume I speak the feelings of every 
Christian in this meeting, when I say, you embar- 
rass us, and injure our feelings, by coming among 
us; for we do not view you as a friend, or as having 
come to our meeting with any good intentions. 

Mr. S.—The spirit of jealousy is as cruel as the 
grave ; but you know, Dr. Payson, it torments those 
only who possess it. What makes you jealous | 
am a spy, and disposed to make unfavourable re- 
marks ? Have you heard of my speaking reproach- 
fully of this prayer-meeting ? 

Dr. P.—We think you would be as likely to mis- 
represent us, as you were the Baptists. You crowd- 
ed yourself into their meeting, which was intended 
for private fasting and prayer, and went off and 
represented them as being the worst people in town, 
and said you were ashamed you had been among 
them. And can you deny it, as you have other 
things ? 

Mr. S.—Yes, sir, I do deny your assertion, length 
and breadth, and call on you to support it, or ac- 
knowledge your error. I will tell you whatI did 
say about the Baptists, and whyI said it. Butt 
would first observe, that it was not a private meet- 
ing, which I attended, nor did I crowd myself in 
among them. I asked a member of the church if 
I was intruding upon them to be there, and he told 
me I was not; though none were permitted to 
speak, but the members. If I disturbed their meet- 
ing, it is for them to call me toanaccount. [I ealled 
on a friend, immediately after their fast, and was 
asked how I was pleased with my meeting. I told 
them I was well pleased; thaught we had had a 
solemn profitable meeting. 

But, to try an experiment, I observed to them, 
that I did not know but I should hereafter be sorry 
1 went among them; for I had heard some very 
bad stories about them, and if they were true, the 
Baptists were the worst people in town—I hoped, 
however, there was some mistake, and they were 
much better than I had heard. I observed that | 
had heard, by men whom I took to be men of vera- 
city, that every one of them was extremely wicked 
and corrupt at heart—deserved the worst punish- 
ment for every thing they did, and during the last 
year, had done every thing which they ought not, 
and had left undone, every thing which they ought 
to have done—and deserved to be cut aff from the 
earth and sent to hell, to weep and wail with devils 
and damned spirits, &c. My friends replied that 
the stories were doubtless false—that they were well 
acquainted with the Baptists, and knew many of 
them to be pious people; and demanded my au- 
thors. After hesitating a moment, I told them that 





THE GOSPEL HERALD. 





87 


~~ 








[heard the Baptists themselves tell the Lord of 
their conduct, and they said they were in earnest. 
But I immediately added, that I believed it was 
more a matter of form than otherwise, and that 
more than one half of their deeds, for the last year, 
had bee» virtuous, in the eyes of God and man. 
So that instead of misrepresenting them, by making 
them worse than they are, I intended to show, that 
[had a better opinion of them, than they had of 
themselves. 

Dr. P.—Well, that amounts to what I sid. It 
shows that you did not feel as they did, and wished 
to make unfavourable remarks. 

Mr. S.—Do you say, sir, that by representing 
them as unfortunate in the use of language, and as 
being better than they say they are, is misrepresent- 
ing them to their disadvantage ? If that is the case, I 
must be condemned for misrepresentation; for I 
still persist in saying, that I do not believe they are 
half so wicked as they pretend, but are a pious 
people, and would be highly offended at me, if I 
should give them the character which they gave 
themselves. 

Dr. P.—Well, Mr. Streeter, as I said before, 
jour observations amount to what I stated, and show 
that your feelings are not like ours. Had J been 


there, J could heartily have joined with them, as I 
feel myself as sinful, as they confessed they were. 
lam sensible that I am guilty of all which they 
could acknowledge, and deserve to be cast off for 
ever, for the best deeds I perform. So that your 
feelings and mine are entirely different. 


Mr. S.—And do you mean, Dr. Payson, as your 
words import, that you are a very sinful wicked man, 
and deserve to be sent to hell for ever? Would 
you wish me to consider you such a man, and re- 
present you so to others ? 

Dr. P.—Yes, indeed I do. 

Mr. S.—Very well, sir ; I will so understand you; 
and hereafter consider you as wicked and corrupt as 
you professto be. If I take you according to your 
own words, I hope you will not accuse me of misre- 
presentation. If I was unfavourable to the Bap- 
tists, in representing them better than they are, I 
hope you will acknowledge that I do you justice, 
when [I look upon you, to be just as wicked, as you 
acy you are. 

(Concluded in our next.) 
—»>_—. 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF 


JOHN HUSS, AND JEROME OF PRAGUE, 


TWO EMINENT PROTESTANT MARTYRS. 

“The holy army of martyrs praise thee, O Lord.” 

(Concluded from p. 79.) 

Jerome, of Prague, so called from the place of 
his birth, next claims our attention. He was not, 
indeed, either a monk or an ecclesiastic, but appears 
tohave had a learned education. At Paris, Hei- 
delburg, Cologne, and (some say) Oxford, he pursu- 
ed his studies with great application. Particulars 
of this early part of his life have not reached us. It 
is, however, certain, that the universities where he 
had studied conferred on him degrees,—a citcum- 


oe 

stance indicative of their approbation. Why Jerome 
never enrolled himself among the ecclesiastics, it 
has not been in our power to ascertain; but his 
knowledge of divinity, and his zeal to propagate the 
doctrines of the Reformation, seem nevertheless to 
have capacitated him for the faithful discharge of 
the duties of the Christian ministry. Though we 
cannot determine the precise year of his birth, yet 
we know that in the year 1408 he began to publish 
the doctrines of the Hussites. ‘The Council of Con- 
stance were alarmed at his conduct, and resolved to 
keep a watchful eye over him. Accordingly, look- 
ing upon him as a dangerous person, he was cited 
before them in the year 1415, to give an account of 
his faith. Thither he went ; but finding, on his ar- 
rival at Constance, that John Huss had been thrown 
into prison, he immediately withdrew to Aberlingen, 
whence he sent to the emperor for a safe conduct, 
but that favour was refused. He now gave publie 
notice that he was willing to attend the council, and 
answer to the charges brought against him, provided 
he had an assurance given him of personal safety 
during his journey: and he also added, that he had 
recourse to this public declaration, because, in case 
he should be seized by the council, the injustice of 
such a procedure might be the more fully known to 
the world. 

No notice being taken of this declaration, Jerome 
was determined to return to his native country ; but 
the council, after some deliberation, despatched a 
safe-conduct to him, importing that, “as they had 
the extirpation of HERESY, above all things, at 
heart, they summoned him to appear in the space of 
fifteen days, to be heard in the first session that 
should be held after his arrival—that for this pur- 
pose they had sent him by these presents a safe- 
conduct, so far as to secure him from any violence ; 
but they did not mean to exempt him from justice, 
as far as it depended on the council, and as the cath- 
olic faith required.” This pass and summons reach- 
ed him; but he was nevertheless seized on his way 
home, and sent to Constance in chams! He was 
carried, after a kind of an examination, to a tower 
in St. Paul’s Church, there fastened to a post, and 
his hands tied to his neck with the same chains! In 
this posture he continued two days without the least 
nourishment, upon which he fell dangerously ill, 
and desired a confessor might be allowed him, 
which was granted, whereby he obtained a little 
more liberty. Being interrogated about his faith, he 
explained himself upon the subject of the eucharist 
in the following manner: “that in the sacrament 
of the altar the particular substance of that piece of 
bread which is there, is transubstantiated into the 
body of Christ, but that the universal substance of 
the bread remains.” Some time after he retracted 
this opinion, and approved the condemnation of 
Wickliff and John Huss. But this recantation he 
soon renounced in these pointed terms—* I am not 
ashamed to confess here publicly my weakness. 
Yes, with horror, I confess my base cowardice! It 
was only the dread of punishment by fire, which 
drew me to consent, against my conscience, to the 





condemnation of Wickliff and John Huss.” This 
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was deemed explicit; he was instantly delivered 
over to the secular arm, and burnt alive, with cir- 
cumstances of peculiar ignominy! We are, how- 
ever, informed that Jerome, as the executioner led 
him to the stake, testified, with great steadiness, his 
perseverance in his faith, by repeating his creed in 
a loud voice, and singing hymns to the Virgin Ma- 
ry!! Hence he was deemed by his followers to 
have merited the martyr’s crown, and his name has 
been enrolled along with the names of Wickliff and 
Huss, among the first and most illustrious promo- 
ters of the Reformation. 

Who can read this brief narrative of the lives of 
Joun Huss and Jerome of Prague, these illustri- 
ous martyrs of the Reformation, without dropping 
a tear of commiseration over their sufferings? Their 
crime was that of endeavouring to free their fellow- 
creatures from the shackles of superstition and reli- 
gious tyranny. ‘They indeed perished in the at- 
tempt; but their names live, and the cause which 
they sealed with their blood flourishes among their 
descendants! Their meritorious efforts are remem- 
bered with gratitude. The religion which required 
such atrocious acts of cruelty to support it, must be 
a false religion. Accordingly these bloody deeds 
are held in execration by the professors of pure 
Christianity. An intolerant zeal has uniformly 
proved the source of innumerable calamities to 
mankind. Persecution is the parent of hypocrisy. 
The rack, the gibbet, and the stake, may frighten 
poor human nature from the acknowledgement of 
the truth; but the free, unconstrained sentiments of 
the heart are alone acceptable to the Supreme Be- 
ing! In such sacrifices he always delights! Let 
us cherish, therefore, the spontaneous convictions 
of the mind. The liberal inquirer after divine 
truth should rank high in our estimation. Unchar- 
itableness is the germ of persecution: and with re- 
spect to persesutors of every description, let us say, 
Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their 
wrath, for it is cruel. O my soul, come not thou in- 
to their secret ; unto their assemblies, mine honour, 
be thou not united ! 

—=>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
NICODEMUS. 

Providence has placed me, gentle reader, in a 
situation, where I can observe the passing events of 
the day, without being suspected of possessing sin- 
ister intentions. One thing I have remarked, in 
particular, as very singular; popular notions influ- 
ence most of mankind upon subjects of a political 
and religious nature. If religion is dressed in a 
popular garment, she will soon have many votaries. 
Men will sacrifice honesty, truth, and private 
opinion, to subserve and gratify popular notions. 
This was the case with the ruler of the Jews. He 
had a great curiosity to gratify. He wished a per- 
sonal interview with sesus, who was becoming fa- 
mous in the estimation of many who heard him 
preach. Filled with solicitude to know what Jesus 
believed and preached, he mustered: all his courage 
and ventured forth in the night, where he could not 
be seen of men, in quest of adventure. 





It is somewhat surprising that a ruler of the Jews 
should be ashamed to become the asso¢iate and 
guest of the son of the Lord of heaven and earth. 
But such was the fact, that the rulers did not wish 
to become the immediate associates of the Lorp 
Jesus. He was not followed by a splendi? retiny, 
of the great. He was not attended by kings, princes, 
and potentates, though he was Lord of lords ang 
King of kings. The rich, the gay, and the fashion. 
able, were not to be found among his disciples, hj. 
bosom friends. Buta few despised, ignorant ani 
poor fishermen, constituted his suit. In the bosom: 
of these dwelt not those arrogant feelings whic) 
were harboured by the opulent. He wished to dis. 
countenance pride and extravagance; and to re. 
duce man to one common level, and show to the 
world that he was the friend and benefactor of the 
poor, the indigent, the friendless, the ignorant, and 
what the world of fashion and extravagance con. 
sider the mean. Such was Jesus, and such did Nj- 
codemus know him to be. Nicodemus undoubt. 
edly had an anxiety to see and converse with th: 
Saviour of sinners. And would have went at mid. 
day if he had been regardless of popular opinion, 
He therefore went in the night. 

Here, reader, we have a true picture of mankind 
at the present day. The Universalists are as muel) 
despised by many of the fashionables of the world, 
who live in pampered luxury, and riot in extrava- 
gance and dissipation, as Jesus was during his mis- 
sion on earth. People, notwithstanding they are 
taught that the doctrine is to be despised, and its 
advocates contemned, are very anxious to hear th: 
sentiment illustrated and defended. To gratify 
this desire, they will attend meetings which are 
held when darkness covers the earth. It were well 
for these persons to inquire into the nature of the 
motives by which they are influenced on such occa- 
sions. Do they go for the purpose of obtaining a 
knowledge of the sentiments of the Universalists: 
Why not go in the day time? It may be said (and 
itis the only reason that can be given) that they 
will not be as much respected by the men of fash- 
ion if they attend a Universalist church at noon- 
day. Such, we think, are deserving of pity. You 
fear man more than God. You are regardless o! 
the injunctions of heaven. You care not, if you 
are not seen of men. Do you love the praise of 
men, more than the praise of God ? Does your 
consciences enjoy the rich smiles of a God of love, 
and will you thus act? Is this all the gratitude you 
possess, and are willing to exercise toward that Gee 
who created, has blessed, and still crowns your head 
with numberless blessings ? God knows your ever) 
thought, sees all your actions, and will reward ot 
punish you as your deserts may be. Be entreate’ 
to fear and love God more than man, act indepenc: 
ently, and the beams of divine peace will fill you 
minds, and cause transport and affection to expand 
your souls. ONESIMTS. 
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